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ABSTRACT The heterogeneity of the regional leaf beetle fauna from Galicia in northwestern Spain
is analyzed to determine the inßuence of Eurosiberian-Mediterranean boundary on Chrysomelidae
assemblages. We compared eight local faunas from both sides of the phytogeographic boundary
between Eurosiberian and Mediterranean regions, taking into account the species richness and
completeness of each inventory, its composition of zoogeographic chorotypes, and beta diversity
between areas. The selected areas were coastal dunes and associated marshes, agricultural landscape
near Santiago de Compostela, Atlantic mixed forest of low altitude in Fragas del Eume Natural Park,
medium-altitude mountain ranges of Dorsal Gallega and Larouco, the temperate valley of the Sil River
and high mountain ranges of Ancares and Eixo-Segundera. SimpsonÕs index (�sim) was selected as beta
diversity measure, to avoid the effect of richness gradients and thus minimize the bias produced by
the uneven sampling effort. A nonmetric multidimensional scaling (NMDS) based on �sim was
performed to ordinate the local faunas, and a cluster analysis using the dimensions values for each
inventory was used to recover the major faunistic groups. The Sil Valley is strongly discriminated from
all other inventories by the NMDS and the cluster analysis and presents a ratio between Mediterranean
and Eurosiberian elements markedly higher than the remaining areas. Among the latter, two other
groups are recovered: the southern and eastern mountain ranges located near both sides of Eurosi-
berian-Mediterranean phytogeographic boundary, and the low- and medium-altitude areas closer to
the Atlantic coast. Therefore, zoogeographic distributions of leaf beetle faunas in northwestern Spain
do not Þt exactly the standard phytogeographic zonation, because only the Sil Valley is found to have
a distinct Mediterranean-type fauna, whereas Galician mountain ranges included in the phytogeo-
graphic Mediterranean region are clustered with Eurosiberian inventories.

RESUMEN Se analiza la heterogeneidad de la fauna regional de Chrysomelidae de Galicia (noroeste
de España), para determinar la inßuencia del lṍmite entre las regiones Mediterránea y Eurosiberiana
en las comunidades de Chrysomelidae. Se comparan ocho faunas locales de ambos lados del lṍmite
ÞtogeográÞco entre las regiones Eurosiberiana y Mediterránea, teniendo en cuenta la riqueza y
completitud de cada inventario, su composición de corotipos zoogeográÞcos y la diversidad beta entre
áreas. Las áreas seleccionadas fueron los sistemas dunares costeros, el área agrṍcola cercana a Santiago
de Compostela, el bosque atlántico mixto de baja altitud del Parque Natural de las Fragas del Eume,
las sierras de altitud media de la Dorsal Gallega y Larouco, el valle templado del rṍo Sil y las sierras
de gran altitud de Ancares y Eixo-Segundera. Se eligió el ṍndice de Simpson (�sim) como medida de
la diversidad beta, con el Þn de evitar el efecto de los gradientes de riqueza y por tanto minimizar el
sesgo producido por el esfuerzo de muestreo desigual. Se ordenaron las faunas locales mediante
nonmetric multidimensional scaling (NMDS) basado en �sim y se hallaron los principales grupos
faunṍsticos mediante una clasiÞcación a partir de los valores de las dimensiones de cada inventario.
El Valle del Sil es discriminado fuertemente del resto de los inventarios por el NMDS y la clasiÞcación,
y presenta una relación entre elementos mediterráneos y eurosiberianos marcadamente mayor que
las demás áreas. Entre estas últimas, se hallan dos grupos: por un lado las sierras meridionales y
orientales cercanas al lṍmite de las regiones Mediterránea y Eurosiberiana, y por el otro a las zonas
de baja y media altitud más cercanas a la costa atlántica. Por tanto, la distribución zoogeográÞca de
los Chrysomelidae en el noroeste de España no coincide exactamente con la zonación ÞtogeográÞca
estándar, ya que sólo el Valle del Sil posee una fauna claramente mediterránea, mientras que las sierras
Gallegas incluidas en la región ÞtogeográÞca mediterránea se agrupan con otros inventarios eurosi-
berianos.
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KNOWLEDGE ABOUT THE IBERIAN leaf beetle (Coleoptera:
Chrysomelidae) diversity has been notably increased
during the past 30 yr, with many studies dealing with
faunistics of local areas (Daccordi and Petitpierre
1977, Petitpierre 1981, Garcṍa-Ocejo et al. 1992, Petit-
pierre 1994, Garcṍa-Ocejo and Gurrea 1995, Petit-
pierre 1997, Petitpierre and Gómez-Zurita 1998,
Baselga and Novoa 2003b) or larger regions (Petitpi-
erre 1980, 1983, 1988; Biondi 1991, Doguet et al. 1996;
Petitpierre 1999, 2000). In Galicia, in northwestern
Spain, only 83 species were cited before 1998 (López
Seoane 1866, Heyden 1870, Chapman and Champion
1907, Iglesias 1928), but a recent study of the leaf
beetle fauna from the region was carried out by the
authors. Some results of this study were published,
including several taxonomic articles (Baselga and No-
voa 2000b, 2002b, c, 2003a, 2004a) and faunistic works
on several natural parks and mountain ranges (Novoa
et al. 1998, 1999; Baselga and Novoa 2000a, c, 2002a,
2004b). A complete list of references on the Galician
leaf beetles is available in Baselga and Novoa (2006).
The state of knowledge of the Galician inventory,
along with its degree of completeness based on esti-
mates of species richness, are described in Baselga and
Novoa (2006). In total, 276 species were recorded
from Galicia (Baselga and Novoa 2006, and references
therein), and a species richness between 290 and 323
was estimated using different accumulation models
(Baselga and Novoa 2006). Galicia is mostly located
within Eurosiberian region (Fig. 1), but some south-
eastern areas are included in the Mediterranean re-
gion (Izco 1987, Rivas-Martṍnez 1987). Also, impor-
tant altitudinal gradients exist between coastal
habitats and inland mountains (�2,000 m). Therefore,
Galician leaf beetle fauna is not a homogeneous as-
semblage but the combination of distinct local com-
munities associated with different environments
(Baselga and Novoa 2000a, c, 2002a).

Distinctness among local faunas is produced by the
change in the identities of species or the spatial turn-
over. Beta diversity captures this fundamental facet on
the spatial pattern of biodiversity, but different kinds
of measures can be applied to presenceÐabsence data
(Koleff et al. 2003): “broad sense” measures (i.e., ex-
tensively used Jaccard or Dice indices) incorporate
differences in composition attributable to species
richness gradients, whereas “narrow sense” measures
focus on compositional differences independent of
richness gradients. Following Koleff et al. (2003), the
latter should be preferred. This is especially true if the
compared local inventories are incompletely and un-
evenly sampled, because “richness gradients” could be
the reßection of sampling effort. However, incom-
pletely sampled fauna are the only available informa-
tion for almost all invertebrate groups, especially for
highly species-rich taxa such as Chrysomelidae, and

the use of such data is currently the only way to assess
biodiversity patterns. Several studies have shown that
the results of such analyses depict robust and inter-
pretable patterns (Hortal et al. 2000, Hortal et al. 2001,
Summerville et al. 2001, Brehm and Fiedler 2004).

This study aims to identify which local fauna require
further sampling effort, and, taking into account the
available data, to describe the regional faunistic het-
erogeneity of Galician Chrysomelidae assessing beta
diversity among inventories and its differences in the
proportions of chorotypes contributing to each local
fauna.

1 Departamento de Biodiversidad y Biologṍa Evolutiva, Museo Na-
cional de Ciencias Naturales, c/José Gutiérrez Abascal 2, 28006 Ma-
drid, Spain (e-mail: baselga@mncn.csic.es).

2 Departamento de Biologṍa Animal, Facultad de Biologṍa, Univer-
sidad de Santiago de Compostela, 15706 Santiago de Compostela,
Spain (e-mail: bapaquit@usc.es).

Fig. 1. Studied area and sampling localities. (a) Location
of the studied area in the northwest of the Iberian peninsula.
Galicia (shadowed) is located in the boundary between Eu-
rosiberian and Mediterranean phytogeographic regions (dis-
continuous line). (b) Galician areas selected for the com-
parison of local faunas. The squared pattern corresponds to
the 10-km UTM grid (zone 29T, 100-km squares MH, NG,
NH, NJ, PG, PH, and PJ). Each inventory is composed of
several localities marked with the same symbol. SeeMaterials
and Methods for further explanation.
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Materials and Methods

Sampling.Eight local faunas were used in this study
to analyze regional heterogeneity of beetle popula-
tions (Fig. 1): coastal dunes and associated marshes
(Dun, noted as A in Baselga and Novoa 2006), agri-
cultural landscape near Santiago de Compostela (San,
B), Atlantic mixed forest of low altitude in Fragas del
Eume Natural Park (Eum, C), medium-altitude moun-
tain ranges of Dorsal Gallega (Dor, D) and Larouco
(Lar, E), the temperate valley of the Sil River (Sil, G),
and high mountain ranges of Ancares (Anc, F) and
Eixo-Segundera (Seg, H). UTM coordinates (10-km
squares) of each sampling area are reported in Fig. 1.
Larouco, Sil Valley, and Eixo-Segundera are located in
the Mediterranean phytogeographic region; all the
others in the Eurosiberian region (Izco 1987, Rivas-
Martṍnez 1987). Samplings were carried out between
1996 and 2001, and each area was visited a minimum
of Þve and a maximum of 15 different days between
FebruaryandOctober.Eachsamplingdayconsistedof
5Ð8 h of direct collecting in two to four different
localities from the same area. Beetles were collected
by sweeping and beating their host plants, including
herbaceous vegetation, scrubs, and trees.
Analytical Methods. To assess the completeness of

the inventories, both asymptotic model and nonpara-
metric estimators (ICE, Chao 2 and jackknife of Þrst
order) were used (Colwell and Coddington 1994).
The rarefaction curve and the nonparametric estima-
tors were generated with EstimateS 6.0 software (Col-
well 2000), randomizing the sample order 100 times.
Database records were used as a sampling-effort sur-
rogate (Soberón et al. 2000, Hortal et al. 2001, Martṍn-
Piera and Lobo 2003). Each record is comprised of the
following Þelds: species name, locality, date, host
plant, number of specimens, and collector. Any dif-
ference in any database Þeld value gives rise to a new
database record, so increments of the number of
records provide correlative increments of the sam-
pling effort (Martṍn-Piera and Lobo 2003). Thereafter,
the asymptotic Clench function was Þtted to the
smoothed curve (Soberón and Llorente 1993, Hortal
et al. 2004): S(e) � a e/1 � b e,where S(e) is the number
of species found per sampling effort unit e, and a and
b are the parameters of the function. The latter were
adjusted to the data of each curve by means of a
Simplex and Quasi Newton method (StatSoft 2001).
The predicted asymptote is calculated as a/b.

SimpsonÕs index (�sim) was used as beta diversity
measure (Koleff et al. 2003): �sim � min(b, c)/[min(b,
c) � a], where a is the total number of species that
occur in both areas, b is the total number of species
that occur in the Þrst area but not in the second, and
c is the totalnumberof species thatoccur in the second
area but not in the Þrst. This index was selected be-
cause it focuses on compositional differences inde-
pendent of species richness gradients, and thus it is a
narrow sense measure of turnover (Koleff et al. 2003).
A distance matrix was constructed with �sim for each
pair of faunas, and thereafter used in a nonmetric
multidimensional scaling (NMDS) (Legendre and

Legendre 1998), generated with STATISTICA 6.0
(StatSoft 2001). The ordination space was reduced to
three dimensions (stress, 0.0089), because the
screeplot showed a small decrease of the stress values
with the addition of further dimensions (Legendre
and Legendre 1998). Thereafter, the matrix for these
three dimensions versus the eight inventories was
used in a cluster analysis, to recover the major groups
of local fauna. The tree was constructed with Clustan
Graphics 6.03 (Clustan 2003), weighting the three
variables after the respective decrease of stress ex-
plained by each dimension and then grouping the
faunas by using Euclidean distance and single linkage.

The selection of this speciÞc methodology is based
on the need to work with incomplete inventories. For
this reason, we have used both asymptotic model and
nonparametric estimators to assess the degree of com-
pleteness of each sampling site (Colwell and Cod-
dington 1994). SimpsonÕs index was selected as beta
diversity measure because of its independence of rich-
ness gradients (Koleff et al. 2003), and NMDS was
chosen as ordination method because it can be applied
to any distance matrix (�sim in this case), and it is able
to represent objects in a small number of dimensions
with a minimum loss of information (Legendre and
Legendre 1998). Finally, the clustering methodology
based on NMDS values tries to avoid the subjectivity
in the selection of the agglomeration method (weight-
ed/unweighted, average/centroid linkage) when the
dendrogram is constructed directly after the distance
matrix.
Distribution Patterns. Biogeographic types used in

this study are those assigned to each species in Baselga
and Novoa (2006), following the chorotypes proposed
by Vigna Taglianti et al. (1992) and then grouping
them into four major categories: Iberian elements
(Ibe), for species endemic from the Iberian Peninsula;
Mediterranean elements (Med), for species wide-
spread in the Mediterranean countries; Eurosiberian
elements (Eur), for species widespread in Europe, or
Europe and the Siberian range; and Þnally, the wide
range elements (WR), for species widespread in all or
a great part of the Palaearctic region, and reaching
parts of both Eurosiberian and Mediterranean areas.
These major divisions are established to make clear
the contrast between Eurosiberian (septentrional)
and Mediterranean (meridional) contributions to
Galician fauna that is located across the Eurosiberian-
Mediterranean boundary. The other two categories
are neutral regarding this aspect, because almost all
Iberian elements are present in both sides of Eurosi-
berian-Mediterranean limit, and WR elements that
reach both regions.

Results

Richness. The Galician inventory nearly reached
completion, because between 85 and 95% of the pre-
dicted taxa were recorded in the region (Baselga and
Novoa 2006). However, the state of completeness is
not homogeneous for all the local inventories (Table
1). Observed richness ranges from 73 species in the
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Larouco range to 141 in the Ancares range, and the
completeness of the inventories varies from 47.4 to
76.1% in Larouco to 70.3 to 82.4% in the coastal dunes.
The highest estimated value of richness is 160Ð211
species for Sil Valley and 173Ð201 species for Ancares
range. A high richness also was estimated for the
coastal dunes with 137Ð161 species, a group of sam-
pling points occupying a small area compared with the
other localities.
Heterogeneity. To assess beta diversity among the

local faunas of leaf beetles in Galicia, we compared the
eight areas, considering the presence data reported in
Baselga and Novoa (2006). The distance matrix using
�sim is presented in Table 2. The NMDS generated
after this matrix is shown in Fig. 2. Sil Valley leaf
beetles are unique compared with the other faunas
considered here, because this area is strongly discrim-
inated from all other inventories by dimension 1 (Fig.
2). The other groups seem less delimited in the NMDS,
but inland mountain ranges of Larouco, Ancares, and
Eixo-Segundera are located in the positive values of
dimension 1, whereas the other areas are located in the
negative section.

Major groups of Galician faunas were recovered by
a cluster analysis, by using the matrix for faunas versus

dimensions produced by the NMDS. The dendrogram
constructed from this matrix shows three major fau-
nistic groups (Fig. 3). The most isolated fauna is the
fauna from the Sil Valley, as pointed by the ordination
method. The other two clusters are the southern and
eastern mountain ranges of Ancares, Larouco, and
Eixo-Segundera, and the low- and medium-altitude
areas closer to the Atlantic coast: coastal dunes, San-
tiago, Eume Natural Park, and Dorsal Gallega.
Biogeographic Patterns. The whole Galician fauna

of leaf beetles is comprised of about the same pro-
portion of Eurosiberian (19.2%) and Mediterranean
(19.6%) elements. The most abundant taxa are the
wide range elements (45.7%), whereas Iberian ende-
misms represent 15.2%. If we analyze the spatial het-
erogeneity, these percentages vary among the differ-
ent areas (Fig. 4). WR elements reach their greatest
values near 62% in coastal dunes and Santiago,
whereas they become �50% in Ancares, Eixo-Segun-
dera, or Eume. The Iberian endemisms follow the
inverse distribution with only 7.1 and 11.5% in coastal
dunes and Santiago, respectively, but approach 20% in
Eixo-Segundera and Eume Natural Park. The propor-
tion between Med and Eur elements changes from an
unambiguous Mediterranean-type fauna in Sil Valley
(Med, 29.4%; Eur, 9.8%) to a distinct Eurosiberian-
type in Eume Natural Park (Med, 10.2%; Eur, 21.6%).

Fig. 2. Ordination of Galician local faunas by means of a NMDS based on SimpsonÕs measure of beta diversity (stress,
0.0089).

Table 1. Number of species recorded (S obs), estimates of
species richness (S), and percentage of the estimated value re-
corded for each local fauna

Area S obs
Clench

asymptote
ICE Chao 2 Jackknife 1

% S
recorded

Dun 113 160.8 137.1 137.8 147.9 70.3Ð82.4
San 104 143.6 127.9 137.1 137.9 72.4Ð81.3
Eum 87 137.6 116.4 112.2 119.9 63.2Ð77.6
Dor 83 159.2 135.3 159.3 127.7 52.1Ð65.0
Lar 73 154.1 104.7 95.9 107.7 47.4Ð76.1
Sil 103 211.0 170.4 187.1 159.7 48.9Ð64.5
Anc 141 200.9 176.5 173.4 186.9 70.2Ð81.3
Seg 77 154.8 110.8 98.3 111.8 49.7Ð78.4

Table 2. Beta diversity between inventories by using Simpson’s
index (�sim)

Dun San Eum Dor Lar Sil Anc Seg

Dun 0.0000 0.3846 0.4713 0.3976 0.4384 0.5340 0.3982 0.4545
San 0.3846 0.0000 0.3218 0.2892 0.3151 0.5825 0.2500 0.3766
Eum 0.4713 0.3218 0.0000 0.3494 0.3973 0.5747 0.1954 0.4805
Dor 0.3976 0.2892 0.3494 0.0000 0.4110 0.6024 0.2289 0.5065
Lar 0.4384 0.3151 0.3973 0.4110 0.0000 0.4247 0.1781 0.3562
Sil 0.5340 0.5825 0.5747 0.6024 0.4247 0.0000 0.3883 0.5065
Anc 0.3982 0.2500 0.1954 0.2289 0.1781 0.3883 0.0000 0.2597
Seg 0.4545 0.3766 0.4805 0.5065 0.3562 0.5065 0.2597 0.0000
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Discussion

The leaf beetle fauna of Galicia is well sampled, and
the completeness of the inventory is very high (85Ð
95%) (Baselga and Novoa 2006) due to the accumu-
lation of a great number of complementary samplings.
However, this saturation is more difÞcult to get at a
smaller scale because of the great number of samplings
that would be required for each local area, and thus
some of the analyzed local inventories are not so
complete, with a proportion of recorded species rang-
ing between 47.4 and 76.1% (Larouco) and 70.3 and
82.4% (coastal dunes). Therefore, further sampling
efforts are needed, especially in Dorsal Gallega,
Larouco, Sil Valley, and Eixo-Segundera, to describe
regional faunistic heterogeneity more accurately. Al-
though they are incomplete, the available inventories
represent signiÞcant percentages of the leaf beetle

communities. Moreover, the selection of a beta diver-
sity measure independent of the species richness dif-
ferences should minimize the bias produced by the
uneven sampling effort. For these two reasons, we
consider that the computed beta diversity measures
between the compared areas should reßect the actual
heterogeneity. Further sampling effort in the areas
here considered, as well as the addition of new areas
to the analysis would improve our knowledge of the
beta diversity patterns of leaf beetles in the Eurosi-
berian-Mediterranean boundary of northwestern
Spain, but currently available data are suitable to de-
scribe the major patterns.

Three major groups are found by the NMDS and
cluster analysis. Isolation of leaf beetle fauna from Sil
Valley (Figs. 2 and 3) is clearly due to environmental
factors (i.e., temperature and precipitation), because
no geographical barriers are interposed between this
area and neighbor mountain ranges of Eixo-Segundera
or Ancares. Although other areas, as Larouco and
Eixo-Segundera, are located in the phytogeographic
Mediterranean region, many Mediterranean elements
should be restricted to Sil Valley (Fig. 4), and many
Eurosiberian elements reach the mountains of
Larouco and Eixo-Segundera due to their higher al-
titude. Therefore, the two latter elements are grouped
together with Ancares, which is located in the Euro-
siberian phytogeographic region, to form a cluster of
transitional faunas living in mountain areas from both
sides of the Eurosiberian-Mediaterranean boundary
but with a zoogeographic composition similar to other
Eurosiberian areas (Fig. 4). Hence, it should be em-
phasized that although the Larouco and Eixo-Segun-
dera ranges are included into the phytogeographic
Mediterranean region together with the Sil Valley,
only the latter area has an unambiguous Mediterra-
nean-type Chrysomelidae fauna. In the other group,

Fig. 3. Dendrogram from the cluster analysis, con-
structed after the matrix for faunas versus dimensions pro-
duced by the NMDS. Euclidean distance and single linkage
were used.

Fig. 4. Percentages of chorotypes found in each local fauna. Abbreviations are explained in text.
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coastal dunes and marshes also present a unique fauna
due to the special conditions of these environments
(e.g., salinity and extreme aridity in sand dunes), but
also share with other inventories some widely distrib-
uted species associated with wetlands. For this reason,
coastal dunes are grouped with the inland Eurosibe-
rian areas, although Mediterranean elements are very
abundant (19.5%) due to the temperate climate and
the aridity of sand dunes.

In summary, this study shows that zoogeographic
distribution of leaf beetle faunas in northwestern
Spain do not Þt exactly the standard phytogeographic
zonation (Izco 1987, Rivas-Martṍnez 1987). Among
the studied localities only Sil Valley has a distinct
Mediterranean-type fauna, whereas other assem-
blages located in the Mediterranean phytogeographic
region are grouped with the Eurosiberian inventories.
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